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Second Congregational Church in Newcastle,
United Church of Christ, Newcastle, Maine
Fifth Sunday of Easter: Communion Sunday
Online Worship – May 2, 2021, 10:00 AM

INVITATION
Welcome to Virtual Worship with the community of Second Congregational Church in
Newcastle, United Church of Christ in Newcastle, Maine. From our various spaces, on our
various devices, we enter sacred time together. No matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here. God meets us everywhere and in all our humanness. Be
here in this sacred moment. God is with you. God is with us. May this worship of saints be
blessed, be nourishing, be comforting, be church.
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP ON COMMUNION SUNDAY:
This Sunday we celebrate the sacrament of Communion. Before the time of the service
you will want to prepare some bread and a cup. In our tradition, these elements can be
what you have at home – a slice or small loaf of bread, tortilla, rice cake, or crackers. Let the
elements be something you alone or you with others in your house may break, drink and
share. Prepare a cup or cups of juice (like grape or cranberry) or wine. Ultimately you want to
bring to the table the elements that bring you comfort, are common to your household and the
people and connect you with others.
Set these elements in the living room or kitchen where you experience worship electronically
with our faith community. Some suggestions: perhaps light a candle or place a cross; or place
a flower or other symbol of faith and hope on the table; include the photograph of someone
you wish to bring into the circle of faith beside the bread and the cup. Follow your heart.
DEVICES
As we gather, please be sure that your device (computer, phone or tablet) is in the mute mode
to avoid feedback and background noise. You are encouraged to use the “chat” or “comment”
features to offer prayer requests at any time during the service.
Thank you for your preparation. Let us now be present to the Spirit,
which brings us together and loves us where we are!
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GATHERING MUSIC
Peter Asche, Piano
Selections from “Sunday Morning Blend” by Carol Tornquist
©Word Music, publisher
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U1W2ACyJFNmO_dRqawgdRjg1sZoQ-xAm/view?usp=sharing

WELCOME
CENTERING MOMENT
CALL TO WORSHIP:
God is the Gardener, and God is planting something new;
In this time of worship, may we grow in Christ.
God is pruning us back so we may bear fruit;
In this time of worship, may we repent, and know God’s forgiveness.
God is nurturing us with water and Spirit, that we may blossom;
In this time of worship, may we praise our Creator and Sustainer!
Come, let us join together in worship;
Let us praise God, who is growing something new in us.
HYMN

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Beecher (NEXT PAGE)

Second Singers
We will remain muted to avoid audio feedback and lags. Please sing aloud at home or follow along as best as you
are able. Remember, it’s our spiritual intention that matters!)
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DzDOMUsl6lPe1qtkjxXbjmlQdtsk3NYG/view?usp=sharing

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
God of Love, we confess that at times we do not know You. We turn away our neighbors in
need and we curse strangers instead of getting to know them. We do not see Your love in the
world, and we do not love as You loved us. Forgive us for not loving others as You first loved
us. Save us from our selfish ways. In the name of Christ, who gave himself up in the greatest
act of love, we pray. Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS:
God’s steadfast love endures forever. God is love, and when we love one another, we love
God. God’s love is extremely near to us when we are caring for our neighbors in need. There
are always opportunities to love our neighbor, and in doing so, we turn back to God’s ways. Go
into the world knowing God’s love and forgiveness and extend the same love and forgiveness
to others. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER Second Church follows the version of the Lord’s Prayer that is offered below.
However, you are invited to say this prayer aloud in the tradition that brings you the most comfort.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE LESSON: 1 John 4:7-21 (New Revised Standard Version):
7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might
live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought
to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us,
and his love is perfected in us.
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.
15
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So
we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
14

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because
as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We
love because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot
love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
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Be A Blessing: The Spirit of Radical Blessedness

Rev. Char Corbett

Given all my studies and reading over the years, I’m confident that this 4th chapter
reading from the epistle of 1 John was central to the thinking of one of my favorite spiritual
mentors and heroines, the 14th century mystic, Julian of Norwich. I was introduced to Julian’s
writings and theology while I was in seminary. In those days, when I was a full-time mother,
full-time student and full-time employee of my local church, I desperately clung to Julian’s
knowledge and assurances that, “all will be well, and all will be well, and all kinds of things will
be well.” I was naïve and bold enough then to even think that in a way I was modeling her
faithfulness in a world gone mad, locking myself in a seminary dorm room 2 nights a week to
solely and soulfully pray and study God’s word.
On days when I thought my load was too much and I’d find myself weeping at any given
moment, I daydreamed about being enclosed in a room where I just prayed, ate, slept and
watched the world go by through a little slit of a window. As I said, I was pretty naïve and a
little full of myself.
Today I dare say Julian of Norwich has become an even closer spiritual friend of mine
these past 18 months of the Covid pandemic while we’ve all been shut up at home. Repeat
reminders and assurances that all will be well is a balm for the soul, even those days when we
only half believe it.
You see, I’ve turned to Julian’s wisdom and Christian faith because she lived through a
similar nightmare as we are living. The dreadful bubonic plague was rampant in her lifetime,
killing close to 50% of the European and African populations according to historians.
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The religious and political upheaval of her time was deadly too with wars and uprisings.
The rampant nature of human injustice and violence forced upon the serfs, indentured
servants and slaves of the hierarchical feudal system, which drove the struggling and unfair
economy, left the most vulnerable and the poorest to suffer and die. Sound familiar?
And so I have turned to her wisdom many times since our church doors have closed
and we all have been anchored in our homes, disconnected physically from family and friends
and church. She had a window to look out of and talk with passersby; we have our telephones,
Zoom and Facebook. We’re accosted by the news of our global, political, economic and
religious fears by way of radio, social media, podcasts and television; Julian was brought up to
speed by word of mouth, letters and posted bulletins. She survived and lived through a fearful
time as we are. By the grace of God, I pray we do the same. When we are crushed by illness,
the death of loved ones and the horrors of human living, it takes a while for the new self to rise,
often haltingly, from the ashes of our ravaged hearts. But if we can turn with love and abide in
love in these times, perhaps the Spirit will help us to realize we’ve been standing on holy
ground all along. Love is here and always has been.
Being an anchoress and mystic of the Catholic Church, Julian 'sheltered in place' at the
church of Saint Julian in Norwich, which is how we get her name. As a result of a significant
illness at the age of 30 before her enclosure, she experienced visions and developed a deep
wisdom that she shared in her book, Showings. It was the first book written in English by a
woman. A theologian way ahead of her time, Julian developed a feminist understanding of God
as mother at the heart of nature's goodness. This rubbed against the teachings of the Church
at that time, as the power struggles between Popes, kings and other religious and political
leaders had escalated into military Crusades. Every was declaring God was angry and that the
church and state were justified by killing dissenters and disbelievers alike. The Protestant
Reformation was at the beginning of its early reverberations too within and outside the church
walls Julian had attached herself to for the remainder of her life. Yet Julian’s gentle spirit,
faithful wisdom and sound advice were sought after by many. So it’s not surprising that after
much internal wrestling, Julian finally comes down to the thought that there is only one thing
you can say about God that supersedes human fear, passion and sin:
God is love.
That’s it. Nothing more and nothing less.
And being a theologian, she then went on to write a book about that insight. For Julian, the
implications are huge. It means that it is impossible to live outside the love of God. Unaware of
God’s love – sure. But never outside of it. Here’s what she says:
“Would you know our Lord’s meaning in all this?
Learn it well.
Love was the meaning.
Who showed it to you?
Love.
What did God show you?
Love.
Why did God show it to you?
For love.
Hold fast to this and you shall learn
and know more about love.
But you shall never learn anything
except love from God.”
(translation from “The Essence of Julian”, Ralph Milton, 2002).

6
All will be well, says the medieval English mystic. And all will be well,” she says again.
And then just in case we didn’t understand the first two times, she repeats her declaration with
certainty: “and every kind of thing shall be well.” As Mirabai Starr states in her forward of
Matthew Fox’s newest book about Julian of Norwich, “in a time of global pandemic and
rampant social injustice, this may sound like a spiritual bypass…but it’s quite the opposite. It
was in such times that Julian experienced her sixteen “revelations of divine love.”
And I have been left to wonder if it’s perhaps in times just as this that God’s revelation
of love is most known, most felt, most often shared. It certainly comes to us in ways that are
newly resurrected. In the face of a world gone mad with fear, this is perhaps the very moment
when we are called by Love to cultivate what Matthew Fox names as “the spirituality of radical
blessedness.”
Julian’s faith and visions rose from the depths of her own suffering – and yet she gave
to us an extravagantly optimistic pathway to recall our faith in Christ and to live in Love. To
abide with God as God abides in us. Her writings and reflections encourage us to live the love
that Jesus taught. The love that Jesus died for. The love that persists against all odds and
resurrects and transforms and is of God. The love that has been there since the very
beginning. God is love.
Our love in action in the world is the culmination of our believing and living in the love of
God through our faith in Christ. This is not only what sustains us and keeps us humble, but
also invigorates us and feeds our need for hope and joy. The paradox of this commandment to
love others as Jesus so loves is that it is in this humble way of living that we find our boldness.
We love because God first loved us and there is no fear there (v. 17 – 20). Our family, our
church, extends far beyond our kin to every human being in God’s good creation. “We must,
therefore, challenge ourselves to push beyond our comfort zones to do new things. This
indeed, is how we love as Christ loved, as God loves us. Sacrifice can be life and limb, and
when it is it should be honored as such. But it doesn’t have to be. Every time we step beyond
where we’d rather be, what we’d rather do, what we’d rather say, we answer this call.
And what do we do in this in-between time? We know God longs for us and we long for
God, but given the state of our world affairs, it doesn’t appear that this longing for one another
has been fulfilled completely. I think from today’s reading it is clear: God wants us to set our
hearts away from the pain we are feeling as we are able to and lean into the joy we trust by
faith will be ours. Trust shows the way. Joy can be just around the corner. Hope matters. Love
is our liberation, our salvation. Peace and love liberate us, make us whole. Save us. And our
work is to pass that love and peace along so that others are liberated too.
This goes not only for our individual lives, but as the evangelist of 1 John reminds us, is
what the church community is about too. Today, this is the summons for our church, Second
Congregational Church in Newcastle, United Church of Christ: to love as we have been loved.
God is love. Be bold. Do not fear. Share ourselves. Do love. This is what will sustain us in
unity, strength and the abiding love of God.
As we welcome all to the table where Love nourishes us, feeds us, abides with us, may we too
know that Love is here and there and everywhere the children of God may be. We may feel
anchored by the weight of the world, but God’s love is unbounded and sets us free to be the
Love of Christ in the world. As Julian so beautifully said, “We were made for Love…it amuses
me that the Lord of Love overcomes the spirit of Evil.” Surely from this table is where God’s
Love flows endlessly. Amen.
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A MOMENT OF REMEMBERING AND GIVING THANKS
DOXOLOGY:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.

Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zf9vXKaxxAb6dJhE3Z67dIc0oJK5rC3W/view?usp=sharing

COMMUNION ANTHEM

“The Summons: Will You Come and Follow Me?”
Linda Blomquist, Soloist

Text: John Bell, ©1987. GIA/Iona Community/WGRG. All rights reserved.
Podcast/Streaming under OneLicenseA-725957. All rights reserved.
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NhPSilu49sM6H7GveX95Y8zgaAl9vR05/view?usp=sharing
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THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION AT HOME
Communion will be shared together virtually from our own homes.
INVITATION
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, You are welcome at God’s table.
You are welcome here. Amen.
BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
We pause to ask God’s blessing of grace be upon this Communion table and the many tables
in our homes, where meals and memories are shared, and we are forever united in Spirit. May
God’s blessing touch all the sacramental elements of bread and drink prepared. May God’s
blessings be upon all of us gathered and all those who are in our prayers this morning.
All (together but muted): Gentle Host, send your Spirit of life and love, power and
blessing upon us all, scattered but gathered in joy for the sake of You and living in hope
for all. Risen Christ, live in us, that we may live in you. Breathe in us, that we may
breathe in you. Amen.
PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD AND OF THE PEOPLE
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WORDS OF REMEMBERING:
We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke
it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is my body, broken for you. As often as you eat of
it, do so in remembrance of me.”
In the same manner, Jesus took the cup, blessed it and gave it to the disciples, saying:
“This is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you. As often as you drink of it, do so in
remembrance of me.” By eating this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s birth, life,
ministry, death and resurrection, and we live forever in the hope that Christ will come again.
SHARING THE ELEMENTS:
Let us at our many tables in churches, on the streets and at home, receive the gift of God, the
Bread of Heaven. We become the Body of Christ in the Bread we share. (Let us eat bread
together, recalling our communal relationship with the Spirit and one another).
Let us in our many places around the world receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. We
are one in Christ in the Cup we share. (Let us all drink, recalling our individual devotion to
God, our love of Christ and the Spirit of hope).
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: As we receive the gift of your forgiving grace, O God, we give
you thanks for the ways you work to prune our lives, allowing us to be abundantly fruitful. We
recall the many ways in which you have blessed our lives. We lean into the abundant hope you
offer, which inspires in us the desire to share our gifts (our fruit) and your mercy with others.
With grateful hearts, receive our gratitude and bless our intentions to live fruitfully, loving all our
brothers and sisters and tending to creation with eternal joy. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace”
Second Singers

Rochester (Next Page)

We will remain muted to avoid audio feedback and lags. Please listen to the recording, sing aloud at home or
follow along as best as you are able. Remember, it’s our spiritual intention that matters!).
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VV7TZGkpDu0jQRL9TFfRCDYS9553n9E1/view?usp=sharing

BENEDICTION
Go now, in the love of our God.
We will live for others through our God.
Go now, in the grace of Jesus.
We will forgive others, just as we have been forgiven.
Go now, in the community of the Spirit.
We will serve others in every need, in every place, in every heart.
© Thom M. Shuman
+ + + + + + +
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-725951. All rights reserved.
Today’s Worship has been prepared, sent out, offered and led by:
 Peter Asche, Music assistance, Recording and editing
 Bill Bausch, Communications & Technology Support; Snippets Meister
 Linda Blomquist, Soloist
 Rev. Char Corbett, Pastor
 Jim Corbett, Videographer and Technical Support
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 Second Singers, Members of the Chancel Choir at Second Church
 Jane Wilmot, Minister of Music; Organ
Have a question about Second Church or today’s service? A concern or a joy to share?
A prayer request? We’re here to listen and respond! Contact our Pastor, Deacons or
Pastoral Relations Committee:










Lonnie Anderson, Deacon/Spirit Team Chairperson: lonnieba@gmail.com
Bill Bausch, Pastoral Relations Committee: wbausch@gmail.com
Kristin Brown, Deacon: kristinbrown222@gmail.com
Rev. Char Corbett, Pastor: pastor@secondcongo.org
Rick Hagen, Deacon/Pastoral Relations Committee: rickhagenmaine@gmail.com
Judy Jones, Deacon: judy.t.r.jones@gmail.com
David Lawrence, Pastoral Relations Committee: lawrence@tidewater.net
Carl Nord, Moderator: chnord@twc.com
Rev. Ann Roundy, Pastoral Relations Committee: revaroundy@gmail.com
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