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Second Congregational Church in Newcastle,
United Church of Christ
Newcastle, Maine
Palm Sunday
Again & Again: We Draw on Courage
Online Worship – March 28, 2021, 10:00 AM

INVITATION
Welcome to Virtual Worship with the community of Second Congregational Church in
Newcastle, United Church of Christ in Newcastle, Maine. From our various spaces, on our
various devices, we enter sacred time together. No matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here. God meets us everywhere and in all our humanness. Be
here in this sacred moment. God is with you. God is with us. May this worship of saints be
blessed, be nourishing, be comforting, be church.

***NEW*** PREPARING FOR HOLY WEEK:
For the last five weeks, we have been observing Lent, a 40-day church season of soulsearching, reflection and spiritual practice, particularly those of reflection, prayer, fasting (if it’s
safe for you to do so) and repentance.
Today begins Holy Week, the last week of Lent. Holy Week observances began in
Jerusalem in the earliest days of the Church, when devout people traveled to Jerusalem at
Passover to reenact the events of the week leading up to the Resurrection. On Palm Sunday
afternoon, the crowds waved palm fronds as they made a procession from the Mount of Olives
into the city. The purpose of Holy Week is to reenact, relive, and participate in the passion of
Jesus Christ. Holy Week includes the following observances:






Palm Sunday (or Passion Sunday), the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem.
Holy Thursday (or Maundy Thursday), the passion of Jesus Christ and the betrayal of
Judas remembered, often with the institution of Communion (although not required).
Good Friday, the arrest, trial, crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus Christ, often
recalled through meditation on “the Seven Last Words.”
Holy Saturday, the Sabbath on which Jesus rested in the grave.
Easter Sunday, the celebration and remembrance of Jesus Christ’s resurrection.

As we gather for worship together, please be sure that your device (computer, phone or tablet)
is in the mute mode to avoid feedback and background noise. You are encouraged to use the
“chat” or “comment” features to offer prayer requests at any time during the service.
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Before the time of the service, you may want to prepare a simple worship space. For
this Palm Sunday, you are invited to cut out and even color in the Hosanna Palm shared
at the end of this bulletin. You may also wish to light a candle, have a Bible with you or add
another symbol of faith that helps you to spiritually focus. Whatever it is, follow your heart.
Thank you for your preparation.
Let us now be present to the Spirit, which brings us together and loves us wherever we are!
+
GATHERING MUSIC

+

+

+

+

“Chorale Prelude by J. S. Bach

Jane Wilmot, organist

(based on the melody St. Theodulph (All Glory, Laud, and Honor)
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/15TXOEYfnRW8sp9tBjP93tWSb857KbFdl/view?usp=sharing

INTROIT

"The Holy City" Robert Lehman

Rev. James O'Brien, bass

Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1moJG7UAI39zwJ3Ix_AjkN6fS71HPo0sC/view?usp=sharing
Last night as I lay sleeping, there came a dream so fair:
I stood in old Jerusalem, beside the temple there;
I heard the children singing, and ever as they sang,
Me-thought the voice of angels, from heav'n in answer rang;
"Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Lift up your gates and sing,
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to your king!"
And then me-thought my dream was changed, the streets no longer rang,
Hushed were the glad Hosannas, the little children sang
The sun grew dark with mystery, the Morn was cold and chill,
As the shadow of a cross arose upon a lonely hill.
"Jerusalem! Jerusalem!" Hark! how the angels sing:
"Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna to your king!"
And once again the scene was chang'd, new earth there seem'd to be,
I saw the Holy City beside the tideless sea;
The light of God was on its streets, the gates were open wide,
And all who would might enter and no one was denied.
No need of moon or stars by night, or sun to shine by day,
It was the new Jerusalem that would not pass away.
Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Sing, for the night is o'er!
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna forever more.

CALL TO WORSHIP:
One: The story of faith is a story of courage.
All: It took courage for John the Baptist to prepare the Way.
One: It took courage for Mary to say, “Here I am. Use me.”
All: It took courage for the disciples to drop their nets and follow Jesus.
One: It took courage for Lazarus and Martha to host a meal when both Jesus and Lazarus
were wanted by the High Priests.
All: It took courage for Mary to poor perfume on Jesus’ feet and to wipe it with her
hair in front of everyone gathered for a meal.
One: It took courage for Jesus to enter Jerusalem on a donkey as the Pharisees and
High Priests plotted his death.
All: It took courage for the crowds to follow and to lay down their palms in the road,
Shouting, “Hosanna, Lord save us!”
One: Faith has never been easy. It is a journey of courage.
All: Again and again, God shows us the way. Again and again, we draw on courage.
One: Let us worship a brave and courageous God.
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OPENING HYMN

“All Glory, Laud and Honor”
Second Singers, song leaders

St. Theodulph

We will remain muted to avoid audio feedback and lags. Please sing aloud at home or follow along as best as you
are able. Remember, it’s our spiritual intention that matters!).
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lOVVSvdz04krGMo8aAabR_Hy0NRXKvBZ/view?usp=sharing
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CALL TO CONFESSION:
Glennon Doyle1, a well-known author, frequently uses the phrase, “We can do hard things.”
This declaration, “we can do hard things,” is one of her mottos and has become an anthem for
many. These five words aren’t particularly radical, so when I stop to think about their
significance for so many, I can only assume it’s because life and faith require courage.
Vulnerability requires courage. Relationships require courage. Advocacy and justice require
courage. Facing our privilege requires courage. Faith requires courage. Even confession
requires courage. So friends, let us do hard things. Let us confess together, trusting God is
always here, cheering us on, in every courageous act. Let us pray…
PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
God of palm branches and hallelujahs: We confess –
We love a good Palm Sunday celebration.
We love the sound of a joyful parade.
We love shouting, “hallelujah!”
We love that Palm Sunday means Easter is just around the corner.
We love good news.
However, if we slow down and pay attention, we know that Palm Sunday was not a walk
in the park for you. There was risk. There was fear. There was the threat of violence.
You were leading a peaceful protest against an unjust empire, and the everyone knew it.
Forgive us for glossing over the courage this day took. Remind us that the story of faith
is a story of courage, and even we can do hard things. With hope we pray. Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
One: Family of faith, even when we gloss over the truth, even when our courage fails us,
even when we doubt that we can do hard things, God believes in us. God loves us. God
forgives us. Hear and believe this truth:
All: We are known. We are loved. We are forgiven. Again and again and again. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (said out loud but muted):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
Evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
PALM SUNDAY: THE SCRIPTURE AND REFLECTION BY STORY
This spring, Pastor Char is taking a course with the Maine School of Ministry (MESOM)
to refresh and inspire her preaching. This accredited course, “Biblical Storytelling for Lent and
Easter Virtual Worship,” is an introduction into the art of Biblical Storytelling, a spiritual
discipline that focuses on creating experiential, image rich and relationally connected
storytelling. Pastor Char is exploring this practice-based course with six other clergy and lay
students through a survey of different techniques instructed by Rev. AbbyLynn Haskell. Stories
from Lent, Holy week and Easter morning are the basis of the class’s storytelling palette.
Pastor Char chose the telling of the triumphal entry into Jerusalem as her core Lenten
story for the class. Much like the nativity story often told in the form of a pageant at
Christmastime, the following is the Palm Sunday story told as a “mashup” written from the four
1

Glennon Doyle is an American author known for her #1 New York Times bestsellers, Untamed (2020) and Love Warrior
(2016). Learn more at momastery.com.
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different triumphal entry stories found in our gospels: Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke
19:28-44; and John 12:1-19. It is important to note that this story has not been embellished in
any way, but simply molded directly from scripture to highlight the essence of Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem for Passover.
Let us pray: Gracious God, as we prepare our ears to enter the story, may we have the
courage to hear you. As we prepare our story lens to witness all that is beyond the gates of the
city, may we have the courage to see what you see. As we prepare our hearts to witness to
your real presence in the face of adversity, may we have the courage to seek you and believe.
Tell us the story. Tell us so we will always remember. Amen.
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
Six days before the Passover, Jesus and his disciples were invited into a home for a
meal in Bethany. Lazarus was also invited and Martha his sister, helped serve.
While they were all eating, their other sister Mary poured expensive oil on the feet of
Jesus and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the smell of the perfumed oil.
Judas Iscariot said, “Lord, that oil was wasted! It could have been sold, and the money
given to the poor.” Now Judas didn’t really care about the poor. But he was in charge of the
disciple’s money and he was stealing from the purse.
Jesus said, “Leave her alone. You will always be able to help the poor, but you won’t
always have me. Mary has anointed me for my burial. As the gospel spreads throughout the
world, people will hear what she did.
The next day, Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. He told two of his disciples, “Go into
the village, and there you’ll find a donkey with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. If
anyone asks what you’re doing, tell them the Lord has need of them.
The two went into the village and found the donkey and colt. The men untied them and
started walking away. The owner said, “What are you doing?” They replied, “The Lord has
need of them,” so he allowed them to go. So the disciples brought the donkey and the colt to
Jesus.
No one had ever ridden the colt before that day, yet the disciples put their robes on it
and helped Jesus get on. As he rode along the path, people spread their robes in front of him.
The crowds grew as he rode down the Mount of Olives. They got palm branches and laid them
on the path.
People shouted for joy and praised God for all the miracles they had seen. “Blessed is
the King who is coming in the name of the Lord!” As Jesus continued on, they shouted,
“Hosanna! Hosanna to the Son of David.”
Some of the Pharisees said to Jesus, “Do you hear what your followers are saying?
Make them stop!”
Jesus said, “If they stop the stones will start shouting.”
As he was about to enter the city, he stopped and started to cry. He said, “O Jerusalem!
Jerusalem! If you had only known! This was a special day for you, a day that would bring you
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peace. But now your eyes will be covered so you won’t be able to see. A mighty army will
destroy you. All because you didn’t recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”
He and the crowd continued into Jerusalem. The entire city was shaken by the event.
Visitors from other countries asked, “Who is this?” The people said, “This the prophet
Jesus from Nazareth.”
POEM: PEACEFUL PROTEST
By Rev. Sarah Are | Sanctified Art LLC |sanctifiedart.org
I wonder if Jesus could feel his heartbeat
In his throat, the way I do when I’m afraid.
I wonder if he had to take deep breaths,
In through his nose, out through his mouth,
Tricking his body into a state of calm.
I wonder if he was nauseous, like I am
When I’m headed into a hard conversation.
I wonder if he had to summon his courage,
Tucking fear away so that he could hold onto
What mattered most with both hands.
I wonder, because time has taught us
That it is not uncommon
For a peaceful protest
To start or end
With an unjust death.
So I wonder,
Did he know?
Was he afraid?
Did anyone see it?
I want to hold what matters with both hands.
POEM: COMING KINGDOM
by Steve Garnes-Holmes, as offered at Unfolding Light | www.unfoldinglight.net.
Friend, don't get sentimental about this.
To wave our palms is to rebel.
There is a king already,
who does not take kindly to this upstart.
There is an empire already,
the dominion of Self,
the kingdom of the habitual, the popular,
the Dominant Culture.
To wave your palm is to pledge allegiance
to a different realm, to take a different way—
not just during this parade
but every moment, every choice of your life.
You will pay for it.
To bless the Humble One is to risk his fate.
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To cry this Hosanna is to take up your cross.
Don't wave that palm
unless you mean to resist,
and you're ready to be labeled subversive,
and to be punished for it.
If you do, cry out: Hosanna—save us!
Hosanna in the highest heaven.
ANTHEM

“The Simplest and the Best”
Second Singers

arr. Alfred V. Fedak

Used by permission. St. James Music Press (1940)
LINK: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bg-4r0y6vfylgE4ei-7fTwLPuwIn5r4o/view?usp=sharing

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
O Holy One, throughout the week you have revealed your nearness through the voices of
friend and stranger, in the sunlight that has persisted in this late March cold, and in the
surprise of discovering the green shoots of crocuses, tulips and daffodils pushing up through
still frozen ground. We hear you in birdsong and rain, in our laughter and tears, in our heartfelt
songs and sighs. May we trust that you hear even our smallest, most silent prayers.
Eternal God, as we journey with Jesus from his triumphant entry into Jerusalem all the way to
the cross this week, we recall the betrayal, the pain and the suffering he endured. Humbly
before you, we acknowledge the betrayal, pain and suffering that exists in the world today. Our
hearts break for those who chose to discriminate against others and use the language of
religious freedom to make it acceptable. Our hearts break when violence against others is
enacted in your name. Our hearts break when we recall how we too have not chosen the path
of peace you lead us to. Forgive all of us, Oh God. Guide us along each step, so that our
actions and our words bring your healing and peace to all people everywhere, and to all
creation. Help us to be enlightened, aware and compassionate, so we can be beacons of your
hope and your love.
In this coming week of deep emotions, we give thanks for the many blessings in our lives:
family and friends; housing and education; nourishment and freedom. We remember all of
those who go without, who receive too little, who suffer too much. And we pray for all people
who are unable to rejoice today. We pray for the final relief of hunger, homelessness, poverty,
sickness and hatred which bind too many of your beloved children. We pray for the victims of
war and natural disasters, for all people who are displaced or living in unsafe living conditions.
We pray for all those who mourn the loss of loved ones. We pray God for anyone here and in
the world who walks through life in sickness, pain, addiction, anger, sadness or fear. Help
them to reach out for help and to share with you.
We pray too for: (Pastor Char will list those prayers received throughout the week as well as
those offered through Zoom Chat or Facebook Live Comments).
O God, you are our God, and your love endures forever. Throughout this week and always, let
the words of our mouths, the prayers and thoughts of our hearts and the actions of our lives be
as one; that we may live each day in harmony with you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A MOMENT OF REMEMBERING AND GIVING THANKS
We are blessed with all that we have received. All comes from God. We have enough and we
are called to share what we can: our gifts, our talents, our love, our mercy, our treasure. Let us
remember all these things that have been shared with us this week, give thanks to God and
commit to passing these blessings on to others.
DOXOLOGY:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.

Music is pre-recorded by Peter Asche with the Second Singers Choir and Jane Wilmot on Organ. We will remain
muted to avoid audio feedback and lags. Please sing aloud at home or follow along as best as you are able.
Remember, it’s our spiritual intention that matters!).
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zf9vXKaxxAb6dJhE3Z67dIc0oJK5rC3W/view?usp=sharing

CLOSING HYMN

“Ride On, Ride on Majesty”

St. Drostane (NEXT PAGE)

We will remain muted to avoid audio feedback and lags. Please sing aloud at home or follow along as best as you
are able. Remember, it’s our spiritual intention that matters!).
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/18CZ-Y5dqtLtGhZgMtMO1FWYkpPua-v1k/view?usp=sharing

BENEDICTION:
The road has been long. You have seen much on this journey, but it is not time to quit. Draw
upon the courage God gives you, for there is much to be done. Go in peace, dear people of
God. Go ready to proclaim with your lives that Jesus is our Life, our Light and our Way. Go to
offer God’s love and peace to all. AMEN.
COFFEE HOUR CHECK IN
*

*

*

*

*

Today’s Worship has been prepared, sent out, offered and led by:







Peter Asche, Recording Support; Piano
Bill Bausch, Communications & Technology Support; Snippets Meister
Rev. Char Corbett, Pastor
Jim Corbett, Videographer and Technical Support
Second Singers, Song Leaders
Jane Wilmot, Minister of Music, Organ and Piano

* * * * *
Have a question about Second Church or today’s service? A concern or a joy to share?
A prayer request? We’re here to listen and respond! Contact our Pastor, Deacons or
Pastoral Relations Committee:










Lonnie Andersen, Deacon: lonnieba@gmail.com
Bill Bausch, Pastoral Relations Committee: wbausch@gmail.com
Kristin Brown, Deacon: kristinbrown222@gmail.com
Rev. Char Corbett, Pastor: pastor@secondcongo.org
Rick Hagen, Deacon/Pastoral Relations Committee: rickhagenmaine@gmail.com
Judy Jones, Deacon: judy.t.r.jones@gmail.com
David Lawrence, Pastoral Relations Committee: lawrence@tidewater.net
Carl Nord, Moderator: chnord@twc.com
Rev. Ann Roundy, Pastoral Relations Committee: revaroundy@gmail.com
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Unless otherwise noted, all liturgy for today’s service has been adapted from or written by
Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. | Used with permission, 2021 Licensing
Agreement.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-725951. All rights reserved.
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****

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE: SUNDAY, MARCH 28 – SUNDAY, APRIL 4

****

Palm Sunday, March 28 at 10:00AM:
Zoom and Facebook Live worship from the sanctuary
Maundy Thursday, April 1:
An emailed bulletin and Website Posting of scripture, prayer and song
Good Friday, April 2:
An emailed bulletin and website posting of scripture, prayer, and song
Easter Sunday, April 4:
6:15AM Sunrise Service: Gather with Pastor Char in the church parking lot,
appropriately distanced for a brief service of scripture, reflection and song
10:00AM Easter Service: Zoom and Facebook Live worship from the sanctuary.
Prayers, Scripture, Children’s Message, Reflection and extra Easter Music to share
HALLELUIA!

